5. MAXIM GORKT1
A comparison can be made, up to a point, between the people of
Russia and our own. Just as we are poor, the Russian people are also
poor. We have no voice in conducting the affairs of State and have to
pay taxes without demur; the same is true of the Russians also. Seeing
'such oppression, some Russians do come out bravely against it from time
to time. Some time ago, there was a rebellion in Russia and one of the
chief participants was Maxim Gorky. This man was brought up in
extreme poverty. At first he served as an apprentice to a shoe-maker, who
discharged him. Afterwards he served as a soldier for some time. While
in the army, he evinced a desire for education, but being poor could
not get himself admitted to any good school. He then served under a
lawyer and finally worked as a hawker at a baker's. All this time he con-
tinued educating himself through his own efforts. The very first book he
wrote in 1892 was so excellent that he soon became famous. Thereafter,, he
wrote many things, all of them with a single purpose, viz., to stir up the
people against the tyrannies they were labouring under, to warn the
authorities and to render public service, in so far as this was possible.
Without caring to make money, he writes with such vehemence and bitter-
ness that the authorities keep a stern eye on him. He has also been to jail
in the service of the people and considers imprisonment an honour. It. is
said that there is no other writer in Europe who is as great a champion of
the people's rights as Maxim Gorky.
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6. THE CHINESE AND THE INDIANS IN SINGAPORE
Singapore can be said to be as near to the Chinese as it is to us.
In that Colony an Indian has all the facilities a Chinese has. Despite
this, our people there cannot hold their own against the Chinese, Many
Chinese are in Government service, in the Public Works Department or
are contractors, and are all very well off. Some even own motor cars. The
number of Chinese who entered Singapore territory was 200,947 in 1900,
178,778 in 1901, 207,156 in 1902 and 220,321 in 1903; while the number
of Indians who migrated there was 21,000 a year, most of them from
Madras. This shows how much is yet to be achieved by our people
in the matter of emigration to, and settling in, foreign territories, It is a
shame that we cannot keep abreast of the Chinese.
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